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PRACTICING 
THE “KOTE” 
BECAUSE 
IT'S THE 
EASIEST 
PLACE TO 
STRIKE. 





POSSIBLY 
TACKLE SUCH 
A DIFFICULT 
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THANK YOU, 
DAN-KUN! 
YOU'RE SO 
CONSIDER- 
ATE! 
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TODAY!! 


SIGN: KENDO CLUB }- 








NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE! 
I KNOW 
FULL WELL 
YOU'RE 
USING THIS 
EXCUSE TO 
DITCHI! 














DON'T SMOKE 
WITH YOUR 
BIG, FAT HEAD 
STUCK OUT 
THE WINDOW! 


gust Get|V4/ 
INTO THE | 14 
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I'M ONLY 
PILLING IN 

WHILE = T’M NOT 
TAKAMIYA- = [~~ ACTUALLY 
SENSEI 1S |~_\ YOUR TEAM 
—~\ “apviser! 


<\ IN THE 
| Hospital! 





I MIGHT ONLY 
BE ABLE TO 





(M TAKING 
TOMORROW OFF AT 
THE OTHER SCHOOL 

SO CAN BE HERE 


INTO you 
BRATS!! 





I COMMAND 
NO RESPECT. 


11T'S MORE 
LIKE THEY 
THINK OF ME 
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REALIZE THAT 
SOUNDS FUNNY, 
GOING TO MY 
OWN PUPIL'S 
HOUSE TO TAKE 

‘SSONS. 


CAN I 
COME 
TOO? IT'S 
BEEN AGES 
SINCE I'VE 





I GUESS 
I'D BE 
INTERESTED 
AS WELL... 


MEETING AT 
TAMA-CHAN'S: 
HOUSE NEXT 

SATURDAY! 
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CERTAINLY. 
HAVE THEM 
OVER. 


\ 





SOMETIMES HAD N 
ANIME-WATCHING PARTIES ¢\ 








PAPERS. | «poh co 
au 


Pg 
COULD LIVE 
EVERY DAY 

THINKING OF 


WHy'D I 


HAVE TO GO |) 
AND FALL 4 


ASLEEP? 


START 
WORKING ON 
QUESTIONS 
FOR THAT 
POP Quiz 
TOMORROW. 


FULLIOF 
STUFE TO 
WORRY 
/ {ABOUT 





I WANT TO 
FOCUS ON 
NOW IS THE 
DUEL WITH 
SENPAI... 


WE'RE IN 
THE SAME 
BOAT! I 
CAN'T WHINE 
AND ACT 
SPOILED!! 





‘SIGN: MACHIOO PRIVATE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 


EVEN 
SENPAI IS 
TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS 
WHILE HE 
PREPARES 
TO DEFEAT 
Me! 
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PLEASURE 
TO WORK 
WITH YOU 

TODAY, 
SENSE/!! 





UCHIMURA! 
I'M A POLICE 
OFFICER!! 





..BUT HE'S NORMALLY 
YOU CAME ALSO BEEN A E 


H 

LONGTIME GUEST ( os <=) ATTENDS 

OF THE DOJO, SO Pe MY 
HE STILL VISITS > = o— 


FROM TIME TO 
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ACTUALLY, 
HE'S KIND 
OF LIKE 
YOU... 


yudl- 


~ KULULIN!! 
\. so Goop 


WATCHING 
CAREFULLY 


HONED YOUR 
SKILLS!! 





SPIRIT, LITTLE 
! 


JOINING AFTER 
OUR THIRD- 


\ 
4 LESSONS? 





AHH! A 
4} PRACTICE |. 
MATCH WITH 








I THOUGHT 
IT WOULD 

FRIENDS OF THE 

BENEFIT. /3 Nv BLADE WHEN HE 

WAS IN MIDDLE 


EN 


VA He Foucut 
GQ) AGIRL His 
SAME AGE 

THERE AND 

WAS BEATEN 
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LET'S 
HAVE A 
GOOD 


SES- 
SIONI! 
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I CAN'T HELP 
BUT FEEL THAT 
WE'RE MISSING 
SOMETHING... 


«WAS IN 
THE NEXT 


TOWN OVER, |< 33 


CRYING AND 
BIKING 
AIMLESSLY. 
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FORGOTTEN THE 
LOCATION OF 
KAWAZOE DOJO, 
FORGOTTEN THE 
PIECE OF PAPER 
THAT HAD SAID 
LOCATION WRITTEN 
ON 17, AND 
FORGOTTEN THE 
CELL PHONE SHE 


B MIGHT HAVE USED 


TO CALL AND 
ASK SAID 
LOCATION FROM A 
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I'M 
ASHAMED 
TO ADMIT 

T'VE FALLEN 
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ENJOYING 
YOUR FINE 
EQUIPMENT? 





I CAN FEEL 
A THAT FLAME! ee cine 
NOW HIT ME 
WITH ALL 
OF THAT 
PASSION!! 
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At Pi 
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YOU WERE NOT 
LIKE THIS IN 
THE PAST!! 

















. AND LEAVES IT CLOUDS 













ME WITHOUT. AND IMPAIRS 
A CLUE AS TO __ MY VISION... 
WHERE OR Z 
WHEN OR HOW Me 
TO STRIKE. 
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THE WORLD + AND /T IT 
1S INVISIBLE, ENGULFS ENGULFS 
AND I AM ME. YOU... 
/MMOBILE. 






























































«USUALLY 
GO, ANYWAY? 

















IT HARDLY 


Mm NEEDS TO BE 
POINTED OUT 
THAT THIS WAS 
BECAUSE SHE 
WAS LOST. 








ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT, 
MA'AM? 


IF I HADN'T 
BEEN LOST, 
SHE COULD 
HAVE BEEN 
TERRIBLY 
HURT. 


_ 10ST... 
THANK You ~ 
AGAIN, 
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BANNER: BRINGING THE HAMMER DOWN ON DRLINK DRIVING, 
TRAFFIC SAFETY WEEK 
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I CAN'T 
EVEN LIFT 
MY ARMS. 
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...FOR SOME 
REASON... 
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.. 1S NOW THE HAZE 
CLEAR THAT 
SOMEHOW... OBSCURED 


MY VISION... 
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AND THAT'S 
WHEN I TRULY 
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THE HAZE 
CLEARED AWAY, 
AND I WAS ABLE 
TO SEE MY 
OPPONENT... 






AND NOW IT'S 
EVEN HARDER 





HE IS AN 
EXCELLENT 
INSTRUCTOR, j 
ONE WHO i CHILDREN 
Because r | =| vevicatep 
SPOKE WITH |, TO KENDO. 
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SWEAT IT! WK! Y 
MY DAD'S 
RECORDING 

IT ON 


BLU-RAY OR 
SOMETHING! 


-NO, 
REALLY! 
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MY 
BIKE CHAIN 
ONCE FELL 
OFF TOO, 
AND IT WAS A 
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SORRY FOR 
FIDDLING WITH |S 
YOUR BIKE LIKE || 

THAT!! T'LL 

JUST BE ON 

MY WAY!! 
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TO SOMEONE 
YOU'VE NEVER 
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ATTAGIRL, 
MIYA-MIYA! 





YOU MIGHT 
HAVE STARTED 
LATER THAN 
OTHERS, BUT 
THERE'S 
ALWAYS TIME 
TO IMPROVE. 



















MUST GET g 
STRONGER... d YES, SIRI 
Gu : THANK 
Catia L YOU FOR 
q THE 
|G ADVICE. 


AND ALL I~ . I WANT-TO™ TELM 
WAVE TO CRUSH THE_//\\\\ \\\GONNA 
S\0 70.GET  OPPONENT!! \ STICK WITH 
YOU'VE GOT BETTER/IS I WANT THE | // 
YOURSELF A STRENGTHEN STRENGTH | 
DEAL! I'LL 00 “EME. \\\ )MX LOWER TO HEAR HER ZX 
YOUR DAMN me \\\\A4LE? WAILS OF ~ IIE T LET 
RLINNING, : PAINIL (MYSELF 
OLD MAN... \\\ Ni fh. \SKEER. 
HEH-HEH- i ge ‘ ites )\ GETTING. 
A \ Vie BEAT \ 


DOWN. 





OLDER THAN 

YOU, BUT SHE'S 
<<, A BEGINNER. 
s IKE SURE 
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INTENSITY 


I'M JUST 
SATISFIED 
KNOWING 
THAT THE 
OLD ME IS 
STILL IN 
HERE SOME- 
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COuEDENCE: 


BASICALLY, 
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Row <i SOW 





IF IT HASN'T BEEN 
LOST FOREVER, 
2G FOREVEL 
FORGOTTEN BACK 
IN THE COBWEBS 
OF MY MIND... 























“eye — 


eA \ 





f 






(i 














110 


se LIES IN 
HIS OR HER 
ABILITY TO 
GO FULL 
POWER AT 


.."I HAVE WORK 
TOMORROW, SO 
I CAN'T WIPE 
MYSELF OUT” 
OR "I'VE GOT 

To STOP NOW, 
GOT AN EARLY 
MORNING 
AHEAD." 


MYSELF OUT 
TRYING TO 
KEEP HIM 
BUSY BEFORE 
HE EVEN 
GETS TIRED. 





IT ISN'T 
UNTIL YOU 
BECOME AN 
ADULT THAT 

YOU HAVE 
TO JUGGLE 
ALL KINDS OF 
CALCULATIONS, 


AND MY 
WEAKNESS | 


NOW IS AN : 
pours (7 
WEAKNESS. P 


YOUTHFUL 
POWER WITH 
NO BRAKES. 


I 
NEED THAT. 
T NEED 
A NEW 
STRENGTH 
THAT I CAN § 
WIELD AS 
AN ADULT. 


BUT THEN 


MY 
STRENGTH 
WAS THAT 

KIND OF 
YOUTHFUL 
STRENGTH. 





\\ \\) NORMALLY, 
\ 4 I'D BE MORE 
\ THAN A 
CR marcn ror || Med 
GRAY THESE LITTLE || "Line 
\\\ RUNTS, BUT 
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\\ MY BUM! MY PLACE! 
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I CAN ONLY 
HOPE THAT 
AFTER THE 


PRACTICE MEET 


REKINDLE HIS 
ENTHUSIASM... 



























































IT COULD 
HAVE BEEN 
THE FAINT 


SOUNI 
OF SHINAIS 
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AND THAT’S 
THE END OF 
TODAY’S 
ACTIVITIES. 








THANK YOu, 
EVERYONE. 
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YOU NEED 
TO BE A LOT 
TOUGHER BY 

| THE NEXT 
K TIME I SHOW 


OH! BYE, 
SENSEI. 

















NO, SIR! 
I'M THE 
ONE WHO 
SHOULD 


BE 
WITH HER THANKING 
FRIENDS. you! 


TOGETHER 

















AN) 


DOT EVEN 
HAVE ANY 
BEER 
LEFT? 
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GHAPTIER 
TAMAKI ANID THE 
STUDY GROUP 
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KIRINO 
JUST LOVES 


ANYTHINi 
TRADITIONAL. 


PICKLED 
DISHES 


ARE MY 
FAVORITE! 
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THEY REALLY 
ARE DELICIOUS, 
AREN'T THEY? 


Y mneaK. 
ZA \ee 





THANK YOU 
SO MUCH! 
I ALWAYS 

KNEW YOu 

WERE NICE!! 


FASTBALL 


BULLET i 1 
TRAIN | CARD, YUJI! 


CARD!! 








THIS IS 
WHAT ; FATHER? TAMAKI ON 


Gonos THE FIRST 
: / DAY OF 
MIDDLE 


Ae TAMA-CHAN 
ADORING CLUB 


PLAYED AN 
ELEPHANT. 
NO LINES. 





AND THIS IS 
TAMAKI ON 
THE FIRST 


SCHOOL! 


VIDEO OF TAMAKI 
AT THE SCHOOL 
ATHLETIC 
FESTIVAL, TAKEN 
BY ONE OF THE 
NEIGHBORS! 
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YOU CAN REALLY 
a |) FeeL THE SWEAT IN 
AND 


TLL |} 
FIND )) 
T! HE 


RACERS AS TI 
RELAY ANCHOR!! 



































TOO BAD; I 
MADE SURE TO 
INCLUDE CLIPS 
OF THE BALL 


; ye) COULDN'T 
WITH MY LITTLE 7S) FIND IT... 
\ ROUND TAMA... > 




















SXO9990 








AFTER ALL 
THAT KENDO, 
WE MUST BE 

LOOSE AND 

RELAXED! 
THAT MAKES 

FOR GOOD 
CONCENTRA- 

































THIS 
EPISODE IS 
THE BEST 
EXAMPLE 
OF THIS 
SERIES. 


THE AD-LIB 
INTERPLAY 
BETWEEN 
ACTORS 
KATSUYUKI 
KONISHI-SAN 
AND AKIRA 
ISHIDA-SAN 
IS TRULY 
BRILLIANT. 


ALSO, 
KURATA-SAN'S 

DIRECTOR OF R ah SCRIPT MAXIMIZES 
THIS EPISODE IS THE STRENGTHS 
RENOWNED FOR | & OF THE SOURCE 


HIS EXCELLENT /— 
BATTLE SCENES, /|) \G Creat || eae) MFRopucnG 


$0... : A a(Q)\ MANY CLEVER NEW 
: ! FACETS TO 
THE STORY... 


THE 
EFFECTS 


raeees ree 
/E DVD ; SS 
IN THE END, paige WITH ~ DIRECTING, AND 
THEY WATCHED RUNNING THE TEMPO IS 
EVERY ‘ TAMAK/ : VERY SMOOTH. 
RECORDED COMMENTARY \J ~~ ESPECIALLY AT 
EPISODE OF A CONTINUED THIS PART... 
CURRENTLY FOR HOURS. » 
| RUNNING SHOW, |- 
ALBEIT MOSTLY 
ON FAST- 
FORWARD. 





WEREN'T 
FREED FROM 
THIS PRISON 

UNTIL THEY 
HAD FINISHED A 


SPECIAL BEST- 
SCENE COMP/- 


one LATION EDITED 
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YOU'RE 
FROM THE 
MUROE 
HIGH KENDO 
TEAM? 





Fl] CAPTAIN OF 
THE TEAM, 
IWAHORI. 
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BE F 
OUR PUPILS A SIDE- 
TO TRAIN. SHOW... 

















THE ONLY 
PERSON 
HERE |S 

ISHIBASHI- 
SENSEI... 
AND HE'S 


PUMPED. / _ 


HOW TO GET 
HERE...? 




















IT's ALL |} 
RATHER |/, 
EXCITING! |// 


THIS IS 
THE FIRST 
TIME WE'VE 
FOUGHT AT 
ANOTHER 

SCHOOL, 

ISN'T IT? 





ARE YOU 
DOING!? 





























BUILDING 
FACING 
us. 


I'LL GO WITH 

you! I NEED 

TO REDO MY 
MAKEUP. 
































SERI/- 
OUSLY... 


«DON'T 
MOST GIRLS 
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THERE HE 
GOES. LOOK 
AT HIM YAWN. 


v:PLAYING 
KENDO, ON 
THE WEEK- — 





e 





WS) 
x. 


NEA 














ee 









































yi, ) 


CARRYING ALL 
THAT STUFF? 
YOU MUST'VE 


THAT STUFF 


YOu? 
THAT'S NOT 
HOW GIRLS 

WORK. 
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YOUR OFF DAYS? 


: WEARING SWEATY 


“HEY LOOK, 
THERE'S A 
KENDO TEAM!" 2 
“GROSS, STAY AWAY 
FROM THEM!” 
“THEY'LL SMELL 
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+++ SOMETHING 
WAS LOST. 


A PART OF 
ME SIMPLY 
CEASED TO 
GE... 







+, BECAME THE 
POINTLESS, CONCEPT OF 
A FARCE. 


FOR SOME 
REASON... 
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I WANTED || 

\|] 10 BouNcE 

|] AN IDEA 
OFF YOU... 





THAT DOESN'T 
LINE UP WELL 
FOR MATCHES 
EITHER WAY. 





WELL, NO 
OKAY. WHY 4 4 ONE ON 


OUR SIDE 
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SENPAI, 


DONE, 
KIRINO! 


MEET, 
KIRINO! 
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I WONDERED 
IF YOU'D BE 
ABLE TO 
KEEP UP, 
SINCE YOU 
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lay 
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PLEASE, 
LET'S 


FREAKED. 


IT'S TRUE, 


BEEN ATHLETIC THOUGH— 
WOT BART: AND ALWays || SAYA MAKES 
BEEN BIG AND GREAT 


+.BUT YOU 
ACCEPTED MY 
INVITATION AND 
JOINED KENDO 
INSTEAD. 


PROGRESS. 


=] YOu could || SOFTBALL! 
| HAVE BEEN || TH/RD BASE, 

AN INSTANT BATTING 
STARTER PIFTHIL 
IN HIGH 


WE'RE THE 
ONLY ONES 
WHO ARE 
ALLOWED TO 


I'D GUESS 
I’M ABOUT 
EVEN WITH 
KIRINO NOW, 











WE JUST 
CAN'T GET 
ANY FEMALE 
MEMBERS! 


FOR THE 
FUTURE!! 





























I'LL PICK 
ONE, AND 
WHICHEVER 
ONE IT IS, 
THAT'S 
WHICH CLUB 
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"LL JOIN) © 
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i>, AT ONCE!! 
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«.BUT ONCE 
YOU'VE LEFT, 
YOU LOOK 
BACK ON 
ALL THE FUN 
THINGS. 


IT KIND 
OF MAKES 
ME WANT TO 
GO BACK TO 
BEING INA 


MAKES YOU 
THINK... 
IF ONLY I’D 
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an | 
IVE 
} 
} KENDO. 


age 
veeD LOVE THE |<< —~ 
PEOPLE THAT 
I 00 IT WITH, 





TRANSLATION NOTES 


Common Honorifics 

No honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, addressing 
someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this is the 
fail-safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate that the social status of the speaker is lower 
than that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or familiarity. Occasionally 
used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone referring to a person of 
lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; also used 
in reference to cute persons or animals of either gender. 

-senpai: Used as a suffix or alone to address one’s upperclassmen. 

kouhai: The opposite of senpai, used to address younger schoolmates or team members. 
-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level professionals. 

-dono: A polite, formal honorific used to show respect. Uncommon in modern Japanese. 


Page 13 
Eikou: The kendo store misspelled Dan’s name back in Volume 2. Dan’s last name is Eiga, and 
“eikou” means “glory.” 


Page 35 
Poimin the Hero: A parody of the Hoimi Slime (or Heal Slime) character, a monster that casts 
healing spells, from the Dragon Quest video game franchise. 


Page 58 

Shuttlecock: Hanetsuki is a traditional girls’ game played around New Year’s Day in Japan. It is 
similar to badminton but is played without a net or marked playing field. Using wooden paddles 
called hagoita, the players must keep a small feathered shuttlecock in the air for as long as possible. 
The longer it is kept aloft, the better luck the player is said to have in the new year. The player 
who allows the shuttlecock to hit the ground is punished by having her face marked with ink. 


Page 72 
Charley: A corruption of charinko, a slang term for bicycle. 


Page 99 

Higashi: A different reading of the kanji (“east”) that is used for Azuma’s name. While 
“higashv” is both the cardinal direction and a proper name, the reading of “azuma” is typically just 
a surname, though in the Heian period, Azuma was the name for Eastern Japan. 


PAGE 136 
Kasuzuke: Vegetables pickled in sake lees. They have a high alcohol content and strong flavor. 


Narazuke: A particular type of kasuzuke that was developed in the city of Nara over 1,000 years 
ago and is considered a delicacy in the area. 


PAGE 138 
Momotetsu: Yuji and Dan are playing Momotetsu (Momotaro Dentetsu), a long-running video game 
series that takes the form of a board game similar to Monopoly and Mario Party. 


PAGE 143 
Tama Toss: “Tama” can also mean “ball” in Japanese. 





OMAKE MANGA THEATER O 


©) SAYA AND THE CAT WHO 6) 
GOT IN THE WAY 


HE 
RISKED 
HIS OWN ies 
SAFETY SENPAI'S 


FOR 
THEM!! WICKED: 


ON- 
SLAUGHT!! 
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A 
A 
A 
A 
- 
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OMAKE MANGA THEATER O 
© TAMA HOUSE ANDO WHAT 6) 
HAPPENED TO MIYA-MIYA AFTER 
- a 


FIRST, IT 
PRACTICED 
AT TAMA- 











OMAKE MANGA THEATER © 


© OTAKU AND ATTACK 00G 6) 
MENTALITY 


STOP THAT, 
SATORI! 
IMAGINE 

WATCHING 
THAT 


HA 
GARBAGE 
WHEN YOU 
SHOULD BE 
STUDYING! 


ANIME IS 
THE BEST. 
ANIME IS SOUL. 
ANIME IS LIFE. 





OMAKE MANGA THEATER © 


© DEPRESSED FATHER AND (6) 
DEPRESSED DAUGHTER 





I’M AFRAID I 
GOT CARRIED 
AWAY AND WAS 
TOO INTRUSIVE 
ON TAMAKI AND 
HER FRIENDS’ 
TIME. 




















OH NO! 
- SHE'S 
— UPSET!! 


aii 0 i 


OLD DAD! ! 
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AFTERWORD 


AT THE TIME THAT I’M WRITING THIS AFTERWORD, I AM HARD AT WORK 
ON A SCRIPT FOR AN AUDIO DRAMA CD. FOR THE MOST PART IT'S THE SAME 
AS THINKING UP A CHAPTER OF MANGA, BLT AS I AM A MANGAKA, I'M USED 

TO USING THE “MANGA” FORMAT TO EXPLAIN MY STORY AND CHARACTERS. 
THAT MEANS DRAWING UP PANELS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PAGE, GIVING MY 
CHARACTERS EXPRESSIONS AND LINES. SOMETIMES I ELIMINATE THE DIALOGUE 
AND SOUND EFFECTS ENTIRELY, AND JUST HAVE THE ART CARRY THE SCENE 
FOR MULTIPLE PAGES AT A TIME. 


I DRAW MANGA BECAUSE I ENJOY THIS FORM OF EXPRESSION AND 
STORYTELLING, BUT SOMETIMES I WISH I COULD TRY OLIT A DIFFERENT METHOD. 
I GOT A CHANCE TO DO A BIT OF WORK WITH THE ANIME EDITION OF BAMBOO 
BLADE, AND I WAS VERY JEALOUS OF THE MANY TOOLS FOR DEPICTION THAT 
IT OFFERS A CREATOR. A DRAMA CD IS DIFFERENT FROM ANIME, BUT THERE ARE 
STILL THINGS IT CAN DO THAT MANGA CAN'T, WHICH IS WHY I TOOK ON THE JOB. 
SINCE IT'S ALL SOUND AND ABSOLUTELY NO ART, ESSENTIALLY EVERYTHING MUST 
BE ACHIEVED THROUGH DIALOGUE AND SOLIND EFFECTS ONLY, BUT ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THIS OFFERS YOU SOME EXTREME IDEAS THAT CAN'T BE DONE IN MANGA. 
IT'S A DIFFERENT BAMGOO FROM BOTH THE MANGA AND THE ANIME, AND T 
RECOMMEND CHECKING IT OUT IF YOU'RE CURIOUS. IT'S STILL THE SAME OLD 
KENDO TEAM WITH TAMAKI AND KIRINO AND THE OTHERS ACTING GOOFY. 
THERE'S EVEN A NEW CHARACTER. 


GO AHEAD AND TAKE A LISTEN—AND TRY OUT THE ANIME TOO, 
WITH SCRIPT WORK DONE BY KURATA-SAN, WHO IS ACTUALLY A 
LEGITIMATE PROFESSIONAL AT THIS STUFF. 


MASAHIRO TOTSUKA 














WELCOME TO 
VOLUME 8, 
THE VOLUME 











A —S WHEN ISHIBASHI- 
MATTER OF FACT, | Rasy : SENSE! BUSTED 
THERE 1S A <{%% 0). : OUT THE TWO 
TWO-SWORD iN SWORDS, I BET 

iin YOU THOUGHT, 
"OHH BOY, THIS 

MANGA SURE 
WENT OFF THE 

DEEP END!” 


IN FACT, 

ONE OF THE 
EXCITING PARTS 
OF THE 55 
NATIONAL KENDO 
TOURNAMENT HELD 
IN 2007 WAS THAT, 
FOR THE FIRST 


\\ 
\ de | THIRTY- 
EIGHT 

YEARS? | TIME IN THIRTY- 

EIGHT YEARS, 

| A TWO-SWORD 

2 | PLAYER WAS 

. A MAJOR 
COMPETITOR! 





BY THE 
WAY, THE 
MINI-SHINAI 
USED FOR 
DECORATION 
IS NOT THE 
SAME AS A 
TWO-SWORD- 
STYLE SHORT 
SHINAI! 


HOW WILL 
MUROE FARE 


DRAFT- 
TOTSUKA-SENSEI 
ART- 
IGARASHI (SORRY? 
EDITOR- 

THE MOE MAESTRO 
MAC ASSISTANT I- 
INA-SAN 
MAC ASSISTANT 2- 

iD 
SHOULDER MASSAGES- 
LITTLE BRO 


TWO-SWORD 
STYLE USES A 
NORMAL-SIZED 
SHINAI AND A 
SPECIAL HALF- 
LENGTH SHORT 
SHINAI. 


HOW WILL 
KOJIRO- 
SENSE! FARE 
AGAINST 
ISHIBASHI- 
SENSEI AND 
HIS TWO- 
SWORD 
STYLE!? 


AND MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, 
WILL SAYA 
\) EVER DO ANY- 
THING COOL 
AGAIN!!? 
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